
Introduction

Given the strength of commodity prices 
in recent years, concerns over energy se-
curity and widening adoption of carbon-
emissions pricing, renewables are well 
positioned to play a growing role in the 
global energy mix. Geothermal energy is, 
on the face of it, one of the most attractive 
members of the renewables portfolio (fig-
ure 1). By harnessing the heat of the Earth 
itself, geothermal power plants tap into a 
virtually inexhaustible and continuous 
source of energy, using a small-footprint 
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drilled and optimise asset productiv-

ity. With production from heavy oil, 

carbonate, and basement reservoirs 

increasing, and ever-deeper drilling, 

there is considerable scope for trans-

ferring technology used in oil and gas 

projects to the geothermal industry. 
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