


Whereas, the abolition of the NEH and NEA would further perpetuate the myth that 
the arts and humanities are irrelevant to most Americans, while the facts demonstrate 
that: 1) arts and cultural organizations are funded and well-distributed across the 
country, serving communities both poor and affluent, rural and urban; and 2) the 
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$704 billion arts and culture industry in America, representing 4.2 percent of the 
annual GDP, and 

Whereas, the savings that the abolition of these two agencies would achieve in the 
federal budget are vanishingly small ($148 million per agency in a budget of $3.9 
trillion dollars, with a deficit of $587 billion�² or 5/100ths of one percent of the 
deficit), and 

Whereas, in conclusion, there is no reason of any sort to abolish these agencies, 
which do our university, city and the nation so much good,  

Be it resolved, that the Faculty Senate calls upon 

(i) members of Congress to reject the proposed abolition of the NEH and NEA 
and to continue funding them at their current levels or higher; and 

 
(ii)  all members of the SMU community to express their opposition to this 

proposal to their members of Congress. 

 


