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Affairs division as, together, we work toward achieving the goals that fall within our four priority areas 
through 2025: 1)  Academic Excellence/ US News and World Report top 50, 2) Road to R1: Research and 
Scholarly/Creative Excellence, 3) 2016 – 2025 Strategic Plan, and 4) Inclusive Excellence.  

If you have suggestions for what we should include in future communications, please send your ideas to 
this email address. Previous newsletters are available here. 

Today’s update falls into three categories: 1) Spring 2023, 2) Road to R1: Research and 
Scholarly/Creative Excellence, and 3) News and Noteworthy. 

Spring 2023 
Honors Convocation 2023 
Honors Convocation occurred today, April 28, at 2:00 p.m., and marked the 26th celebration of SMU’s 
outstanding students whose intelligence, dedication, and hard work contribute greatly to the life of the 
University. Thank you to Dr. Lynne Stokes, professor in Dedman College’s Department of Statistics 
(which will be part of our new interdisciplinary Department of Statistical and Data Science in August), for 
being this year’s featured speaker. And congratulations to the 540 students who were recognized for their 
academic excellence. See a full list of award recipients here.   

Annual Faculty Senate Dinner  
On Wednesday, April 26, my office hosted the Annual Faculty Senate Dinner at the Dallas Arboretum and 
Botanical Garden. This long-
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